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History of CIPWG 

• Began on March 20, 1997
• 30 people attended a meeting at the 

Tolland County Agricultural Center
• Organized by Les Mehrhoff and 

Donna Ellis
• Education and outreach are a key 

component 
• Symposia held every 2 years since 

2002



Please download and install the 
Slido app on all computers you use

How many CIPWG 
Symposiums have you 
attended?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



To convey information on the 
presence, distribution, ecological 

impacts, and management of 
invasive species; to promote 
uses of native or non-invasive 

ornamental alternatives 
throughout Connecticut; and to 

work cooperatively with 
researchers, conservation 
organizations, government 

agencies, green industries, and 
the general public to identify 

and manage invasive species 
pro-actively and effectively. 
Adopted 1 November 1999.



CIPWG now

• 1300 members on CIPWG email list

• Federal, state, and municipal staff, non-
profit conservation groups, researchers, 
nursery and landscaping 
representatives, educators, master 
gardeners, and interested citizens 
committed to educating ourselves, 
providing educational outreach, and 
promoting activities that reduce the 
adverse effects of invasive plants. 

Pete Picone (CT DEEP) demonstrating TOH 
management at a volunteer event



CIPWG in Action
• Education and outreach

o Shares opportunities for volunteers
o Educational talks and guided hikes
o Tabling events

• CIPWG Website with informational 
resources

• Disseminating research and 
maintaining research list

• Compiles research and best practices 
for managing invasive plants / pubs

• Recommendations to the Invasive 
Plant Council

cipwg.uconn.edu

cipwg.uconn.edu


CIPWG publications



• Lauren started in January 2024
• Works on the UConn Extension 

Sustainable Landscapes team
• Collaborates with CT DEEP Fisheries, 

Boating, and Wildlife divisions, CAES 
OAIS on aquatic invasive species work

• Works closely with CIPWG and IPC

Invasive Species Outreach 
Specialist



Process to 
become listed as 

invasive in CT

1. Public Submission OR 
CIPWG Recommendation

2. Reviewed by Invasive Plant 
Council annually

3. Submitted to CT General 
Assembly Environment 
Committee

4. Voted on by CT Legislature
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Invasive Plants Council – Governor/legislative appointed

1. UConn  CAHNR Dean/delegate
2. CAES  Director /delegate
3. Commercial plant business representative
4. CT Nursery and Landscape Association
5. Wetland related organization
6. Environmental nonprofit
7. Invasive Plant Atlas of New England
8. Dept of Agriculture delegate
9. DEEP delegate

CT Council on Soil and Water Conservation



The Environment Committee 
works on matters relating to DEEP 
conservation, recreation, pollution 
control, fisheries and game, state 
parks and forests, water resources 
and flood and erosion control; and 
all matters relating to the 
Department of Agriculture,
including farming, dairy products 
and domestic animals. 

Connecticut General Assembly Environment Committee



9 Criteria for Listing

The plant is 
nonindigenous 
to the state

1
The plant is 
naturalized or 
occurring 
without the 
benefit of 
cultivation in 
an area where 
the plant is 
nonindigenous

2
The plant has 
the biological 
potential for 
rapid and 
widespread 
dispersion 
and 
establishment 
in the state

3
The plant has 
the biological 
potential for 
excessive 
dispersion 
over habitats 
that are similar 
or dissimilar to 
the site of the 
plant’s 
introduction

4
The plant has 
the biological 
potential for 
existing in 
high numbers 
outside of 
habitats that 
are intensely 
managed
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The plantis naturalized 
or occurring 
without 
the benefit 
of cultivation 
in an area 
where the plantis 
nonindigenous

The plant has the 
biological potential 
for rapid 
and widespread 
dispersion 
and establishment 
In 
the state



Criteria for Listing – Continued 

6
The plant 
occurs widely 
in a region of 
the state or a 
particular 
habitat 
within the 
state

7
The plant has 
numerous 
individuals 
within many 
populations

8

The plant can 
out-compete 
other 
species in 
the same 
natural plant 
community

9
The plant has 
the potential for 
rapid growth, 
high seed 
production and 
dissemination 
and 
establishment in 
natural plant 
communities

Invasive = 
All Nine 
Criteria 

Potentially 
Invasive = 
First Five 
Criteria 
+ At Least 
One of 
Criteria 6-9



CT Invasive 
Plant List



• Gathers information about research list 
plants and their occurrence in the state

• Plants are evaluated based on 9 invasive 
criteria (state statute)

• Review the Invasive Plant Lists of nine 
Northeastern states 

• Stay informed about new and upcoming 
invasive plants

CIPWG subcommittee reviews plants



Public submission form to recommend a species

Must provide:
• Scientific name and common name
• Native range
• Information and evidence about 

presence in Connecticut
 



Included on the list

• Prohibition on purchase/use of 
invasive or potentially invasive 
plants by state agencies

• Prohibited actions on certain 
invasive plants: no person shall 
import, move, sell, purchase, 
transplant, cultivate or distribute 
any of the following invasive 
plants…(this section shall not apply 
to the moving for eradication, 
research or educational purposes)

CT General 
Statute
§22a-381a

Harkness Memorial State Park



• Massachusetts bans from sale all 
listed invasive plants, no cultivar 
exemptions

• Phase out periods for some species
• Regulated by Massachusetts 

Department of Agricultural Resources

Massachusetts 



New Hampshire
• Has a prohibited plant list no 

current cultivar 
exemptions and a watch list

• NH Department of 
Agriculture, Markets & Food 
and NH Department of 
Environmental Services



Maine

• A banned list with no current 
cultivar exemptions

• A Special Concern list (may be 
sold with signage indicating 
invasive

• A watch list to guide the 
evaluation process

•  Maine Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry 

Rugosa rose is special concern



• List has no regulatory power
• Rhode Island Invasive Species 

Council created the list (Ad hoc 
group)

Rhode Island



Regulated burning bush in NY 
requires a label

Joseph Cunin 

• New York has cultivar exemptions and 
a regulated list that requires signage on 
nursery pots

• Pennsylvania Class A, B or C based on 
spread, eradication potential. Allows for 
cultivar exemptions of some species

New York and Pennsylvania



CIPWG early detection 
and research list

Easy to propagate
Adaptable
Vigorous
High fecundity

Ornamental plant characteristics of concern

Easy to propagate



Grow native and noninvasive alternatives!

Native alternatives
• Not all or nothing 
• Provide food for wildlife
• Adapted to local conditions
• Rehab ecosystem function

NPS Ted White

Noninvasive alternatives
• Readily available
• Provide food for wildlife
• More cultivated varieties, 

dwarf, variegated, etc



https://ipm.cahnr.uconn.edu/co
nnecticut-native-perennial-
tree-and-shrub-availability-list/ 
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https://ipm.cahnr.uconn.edu/connecticut-native-perennial-tree-and-shrub-availability-list/
https://ipm.cahnr.uconn.edu/connecticut-native-perennial-tree-and-shrub-availability-list/


Added to invasive plant list
• Callery pear - Pyrus calleryana
• Quackgrass - Elymus repens
• Japanese angelica tree - Aralia elata
• Japanese and Chinese wisteria – 

Wisteria floribunda and - W. sinensis
Added to prohibited from sale list
• Porcelainberry -  Ampelopsis 

brevipedunculata
• Mugwort - Artemisia vulgaris

2024 Updates to CT Invasive Plant List



Callery pear 
(Pyrus 
calleryana)

• Added to the CT invasive 
plant list with a 3-year 
phase out period - Oct 
2027

• Escaped ornamental
• Invades right of ways, 

forested areas, and open 
fields

• Dispersed by birds



Quackgrass (Elymus 
repens)

• Seed contaminant 
• Introduced in 1600
• Crowds out native species, 

cultivated crops, and turf
• Spreads by seeds ad rhizomes



Japanese 
angelica tree 
(Aralia elata) 

• Escaped ornamental
• Capable of forming dense 

monocultures through 
suckering

• Outcompetes native 
plants in the shrub and 
herbaceous layer by 
creating dense shade



Japanese wisteria 
(Wisteria floribunda) 
and Chinese wisteria 
(W. sinensis)

• Escaped ornamental
• Woody vines twine tightly 

around host tree trunks 
and branches and cut 
through bark, causing 
death by girdling

• Spread by seeds and 
stems that root



• Already on the list, added to the prohibited from sale list October 2024
• Escaped ornamental

• Spread by birds (seeds) and stems that root

Porcelainberry (Ampelopsis brevipedunculata)
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ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

In your opinion, what topics 
about invasive plants require 
more attention?

Please download and install the 
Slido app on all computers you use



Thank you!
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